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Montana Midwives: Criminals or Caretakers?

Missoula woman assists Sunny Adams with prenatal exercises in preparation for home birth.

'Jeanne M. Wilkinson photo

by Morning Star
Montana is facing a crisis in
maternity care services. Women from
poor homes or isolated areas complete
their pregnancies with little or no
qualified maternity care. At time of
delivery, women in highllne towns or
on the plains may travel as far as
150 miles to be near a hospital —
there to "camp" until the baby comes,
burdening the event with economic stress
and separating them from their families.
Many others are looking for alter
native childbirth procedures which they
feel are more personal and natural than
the standard obstetrical/hospital care.
Families' dissatisfaction added to consumer discontent with rapidly escala
ting maternity-care costs ($800-$1200
for a normal birth in Montana) have
resulted in a rising number of births
delivered outside the hospital setting.
The number of home births in the greater
Missoula area has fully tripled in the
last year and other counties also are
reporting an upswing.
People are choosing -home settings
for childbirth; it is their right. This
leads to the inevitable debate: which
is safer, home or hospital births?
The American College of Obstetrics
and Gynecology uses statistics which do
not differentiate between planned and
emergency home births, thereby including
high-risk with low-risk mothers, and
bunching births attended by trained
attendants together with births attended
by taxi drivers.

A study by Dr. Lewis Mehl, of Berleley, Calif., matched 1,046 planned
homebirths with the same number of hos
pital births, crossmatching items such
as socioeconomic factors and age. His
conclusions show the home-birth group
had lower or equivalent incidences of
fetal and maternal complications and
death. Studies have also been done in
Holland, the Stanford Medical School,
and by The Farm Midwives’ Study in
Tennessee, which report equal or better
outcomes from home births.
Whether or not home births are
safer is not the real issue at this time.
The key is that home births are happening
they are increasing,
Whether or not home births are
safer is not the real issue at this time.
The key is that home births are happen
ing, they are increasing and the local
professional health-care community is
not examining why nor how to facilitate
the home-birth process.
In Missoula we are fortunate'to
have several lay midwives who have made
the effort and taken the time to train
themselves in the physical and emotional
realms of the birth process. Then they
have been willing to be a "friend with
obstetrical knowledge" for women who
live anywhere from Superior to Darby,
and east as far as Helena.
BY THESE ACTS THEY ARE OUTLAWS.
By these acts they stand to be charged
with practising nursing and if found
guilty could be put in jail for six
months! They have no malpractice insur

ance !

They are not paid fancy prices.
They do it because the need exists
and because the professional community
is looking the other way. In fact, there
are still some doctors in our area who
refuse prenatal care to homebirthing

fly (toe acfc flteyare OUTLAWS.

By
these acts they stand to be charged

with practicing nursing and if found
guilty could be put in jail for six
months._____________________________
couples. The midwives in Missoula serve
several functions:
* They so thorough prenatal exams
for reasonable prices.
* They screen women who may be
high risks and advise on alternatives
to home birth.
* They demystify the birth process
through education and counseling.
* They act as a kind of pressure
to bring birth back to being the normal,
natural process it is 97 percent of the
time.
Some who seek help from these
"friends with obstetrical knowledge"
never want a home birth, but they do want
a more natural perspective; they do want
to know the long-term risks and side ef
fects of the medications they may be
offered; they want real information about
X—rays and sonagrams and they want to

continued on page 2
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Sunny Adams holds her daughter, Megan
Mariah Adams, who was born at home
with the assistance of a midwife.

Prlmigravlda
______________
by Morning Star

( Latin, meaning first pregnancy)

My friena moved gracefully around her home,
A girl complaining of fatigue.
My eyes rested lightly on her waistband,
unbuttoned and starting to spread.
There is just that thickening somewhat
Around "the middle, when the curve
Begins to wane, Like Grandmother Moon's
Changing profiles
Greeting larger, growing smaller: Expansion awareness.
There is-'a quiet peace around her face,
A love1^looking at her changes.
She is entering the Gates of Motherhood:
The land of many many tales told by
Mothers, generation on generation.
She's all but forgotten the trickles of blood
At the Gates of Womanhood,
She's accepted the monthly Change
What else could she do?
Now there was lethargy, she said, deeper fatigue
And she spent away hours lying around.
Lie around, dear friend, once
Through that Gate, many many years will pass
Before you lie around again.
Always tljere will be that satellite of yours
Born of your substance
Dancing its own dance in the air!
you've only just begun to feel beyond yourself.
Soundly asleep
You will rise up from bed
Answer that call, unmistakably your child
And go to nurture it.
The nurturing is taking place. Al eady
It is taking from within you,
Living off of you.
Slowly the demand will increase, of course.
Your bigger and bigger belly will
Keep you from sleep, from
Lovemaking, from easy movement;
It will change your walk, your appetites.
Your pleasures and your pains.
You will-go glowing through the changes
Changed forevermore.
What else can you do?
Could we change the course of Grandmother Moon,
We Women?

Jeanne M. Wilkinson photo

Midwives

page 1 continued

to act as consumers when they enter
the hospital, .instead of being obedient,
if resentful, children.
Sometimes a lay midwife may accompany folks to the hospital to act as
a coach and/or advocate to clarify
needs and procedures.
The health-care community has a
few options at this point which should
be considered seriously and soon. One
is to de-criminalize the maternity
health-care providers who £all them
selves midwives. Certify, regulate,
test, require quarterly reports, re
quire doctor’s signatures — there is
a whole range of alternatives avail
able once the existing statutes ere
removed.from the books.
Another option is to train ambul
ance attendants more thoroughly in
dealing with hemorrhages, retained
placentas, etc. and equip the emergency
vehicles with infant resuscitators.
There is room in this community
for real debate on birthing procedures
from women who have experienced the
monitors, saddle blocks and demoraliza
tion, from women who have argued with
anesthesiologists who refuse to admit
fathers to abdominal births and from
men who have heard only mumbled explan
ations for the procedures during their
wive ’s labor.

There is room in this community for

real debate on birthing procedures
from women who have experienced
the monitors, saddleblocks and
demoralization...
Are these consumers going to go
ignored, like the many teenage preg-*-"
nancies in the area, until a tragedy
happens? — one that cannot be covered
by silent walls of the hospital, one
that is splashed all over the front
pages.
Will a time come when a woman
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The babies that are coming in now will run our resthomes when we are

elderly.

should treat them in their first moments as gently and lovingly

as we want to be treated in our last moments.

Tell Me Again
by Morning Star
Tell me again about not wanting children
so blithe and sure — blase.
Perhaps for my eyes I am deaf,
for the cat bulging with fetus
you were stroking in envy
her soft growing womb
it stirred yours
and mine.
We are Woman.

doesn’t sweat when she enters her doc
tor’s office? When she. and her husband
pay their bill without feeling ripped
off. These things are within our grasp
in Missoula. We must make births in
the hospital as normal, homelike and
inexpensive as possible, and make home
births as safe and loving as possible,
attended by women acknowledged and
respected in the community.
The babies that are coming in now
will run our rest homes when we are
elderly. We should treat them in their
first moments as gently and lovingly
as we want to be treated in our last
mgments.-■

NEW BILL INTRODUCED

Montanans for Midwives, M.O.M.,
(Box 19B, Luther, Mt., 59501) along
with Missoula Representatives Ann Mary
Dussault and Steve Waldron, have intro
duced a bill to regulate and license lay
midwives in Montana.
They urge those who feel strongly
about this issue to send a letter to .
the Health and Education Committee of
the House of Representatives, Capitol
Building, Helena. It will be considered
during the last part of January.The bill establishes a board of
examiners which administers a written
and practical exam periodically and
requires of a credentialed midwife a
minimum of 30 births with supervision
before she obtains her own license.
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Charges Dropped Against 21 Protesters

U.S. Attorney Singles Out Two ‘Leaders’ of Protest for Trial
by Mark Prove, Easter Peace Affinity Group
The federal attorney's office hasdropped charges against 21 of the 23
people who were arrested last Easter
for trespassing at Malmstrom Air Force
Base in Great Falls.
Only two civil disobedients, the
Rev. John Lemnitzer and Terry Messman
Rucker, will be prosecuted. The trial
is scheduled for Thursday, February 19,
in Great Falls; the two men face six
months in jail and/or a $500 fine.
As one of those who was arrested
at Malmstrom and who won't face trial,
I feel that I am being denied a chance
to testify in court against one of the
most immoral and criminal acts in
.history; the deployment of nuclear
weapons.
When I went to Malmstrom in a
non-violent act of civil disobedience,
I was protesting against the 200
Minuteman missies that are buried in
underground silos in central Montana
and the disrespect for the community
of life that nuclear weapons repre
sent. I wanted the opportunity to
state my views in court.
But-,; according to US Attorney
Richard Anderson, charges against me
were dismissed because I had no back-,
ground in civil disobedience'. Ander

son said that the Rev. John Lemnitzer
and Terry Messman<Rucker are the only
ones who will face trial because they
had been arrested at Malmstrom twice
before and were viewed by the attorney's
office as the leaders of the protest.
Lemnitzer and Messman Rucker were a
bad influence on me, he said.
I resent this attitude. I went to
Malmstrom on my own free will. My
reasons for committing civil disobedi
ence arose from a sense of responsi
bility to nurture and defend the
community of life; nuclear weapons
are a threat to life. I would have
engaged in this action even if Lemnit
zer and Messman Rucker had not gone
to Malmstrom.
I hope that the others who feel
as I do about nuclear arms will view
the attorney's action as an insult and
will continue to fight nuclear weapons
until we get the opportunity to state
our views in court. I want to show
Anderson that I will continue to tres
pass at Malmstrom until I stand trial.
Lemnitzer said that he had hoped
the entire affinity group would face
trial in an act of solidarity
which would make a stronger witness
against nuclear anus.

/ Aopw ftof others will view the attorney's action as an insult and will
continue to fight against nuclear weapons until we get the opportunity

to state our views in court.

Jeanne M. Wilkinson photo
More than 100 people attended an "Easter Peace Celebration" near Malmstrom
AFB last Easter and then 23 civil disobedients linked arms and trespassed

GORDON ZAHN. SPEAKS ON PACIFISM:
Gordon Zahn was a Conscientious Objector
during WWII and is currently a University
of Massachussetts professor active in
the peace movement; he' has written ex
tensively about nuclear disarmament,
anti-war resistance and individual con
science. Zahn will speak at the Univer
sity^ of Montana Sunday, i February 1 at 8p.m.
in the Music Recital. Hall on "Pacifism
and Resistance in the 1980s." The award
winning film, "The Refusal," will be
shown 9:30 p.m. Saturday, January 31,
in the U.C. Ballroom, after "M*A*S*H.”
"The Refusal" is about the execution
of an Austrian who refused to serve
in Hitler’s military during WWII.

Editors
Greg Lelchner

People who wish to protest nuclear
weapons can still provide some of this
solidarity by attending Lemnitzer's
and Messman-Rucker's trial in Great
Falls February W'. They will appear
before U.S. District Judge Paul
Hatfield, who has never presided over
ah anti-nuclear trial. Plans for car
pooling supporters are now being formed.

Lemnitzer said he also would like
to raise the nuclear weapons issue
^gain by holding a "Peace Week" in
Missoula and a candlelight march to the
courthouses in Missoula and Great Falls
prior to the trial. He has invited
Gordon Zahn, a professor of sociology
at the University of Massachusetts and
a non-violent activist, to speak in
Missoula. Zahn was a conscientious
objector during World.War II. His book,
'In Solitary Witness," is about an
Austrian who was beheaded for refusing
to serve in Hitler's military.
People unfamiliar with the circum
stances of anti-nuclear activism may
f*eel that US Attorney Anderson was
justified in labeling Lemnitzer and
Messman Rucker as instigators.of such
activism; But the key to the non-vio
lent movement is organization. Either
you feel strongly enough about the
deployment of nuclear arms to become
active in speaking out against them
or you don't. It is something that
comes from your heart as well as your
intellect. No one can talk you into
an action if you don't feel it is your
responsibility to do something about
nuclear escalation.
If activists are not organized
and don't work together, their actions
will be chaotic, and that means danger
to protesters'^ police and guards. The
"Missoula Two" coordinated people who
were opposed to nuclear weapons so
the actions of aXi would be as safe
and as smooth as possible.
Recently Lemnitzer has spent a
great deal of effort in making his
church stronger. Earlier this year
about 30 people left the Prince of
Peace Lutheran Church because they did
not agree with Lemnitzer's participa
tion in actions at Malmstrom, he said,
adding that he is trying to build his
parish back up in the spirit of peace
and non-violence.
"The church needs to be in the'
mainline turf of the nuclear arms
question," he'said. "Christians need
to say no to the arms race" by putting
"their bodies where their mouth is.".

MALMSTROM AFFINITY GROUP MEETING:
Everyone involved in civil disobedience
last Easter at Malmstrom AFB or inter
ested in being involved in planning
the peace action this year is invited
to a potluck on January 26, 7 p.m., at
at 105 Washington (across from the
Library.)

fife

Darla Rucker

Terry Mesaman Rucker

tion of the Student Action Center at UM.
Address letters and subscription requests
to SAC Activist, University Center, Room
107, Missoula, MT 59812. SAC is dedica
ted to political and environmental
activism.
.
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DeMott’s Collision Course With Trident Sub
by Terry Messman Rucker

Marines and had then worked with the
As a former Marine, Peter DeMott
knows that the most vulnerable part of
Catholic Workers — a religious society
a ship is the rudder.
dedicated to serving the poor, to left
So when he found a van with keys
wing social reform and to nonviolent
resistance.
in the ignition parked among the secur
ity vehicles at the Electric Boat Co.,
DeMott committed civil disobedience
in Groton, Conn., he knew just what to
at the Pentagon, pouring his blood over
do: he drove the van through a fence
the concrete pillars of the Pentagon to
and then rammed it several times against symbolize the life-blood that the war
Dlanners are plotting to spill.
the rudder of a Trident nuclear submar
DeMott served more than four months
ine, damaging the rudder and wrecking
in prison after his second symbolic act
the van.
and he had been out of prison only about
DeMott is now imprisoned in Monta
month when he threw all thought of his
ville Correctional Center in Uncasville,
personal
safety to the winds and followed
Conn. He has been charged with criminal
his
conscience
to its rendezvous'with
mischief (destruction of property — a
the
Trident
submarine
at Electric Boat.
felony), criminal trespass, reckless
endangerment and. larceny (the van.)
The courts and prosecutors and
DeMott’s spiritual collision course
weapons manufacturers will never be able
with the deadliest weapon of mass de
to handle this strange willingness to
struction on earth evolved spontaneously
be jailed again and agaig, this fiery
from outward circumstances and inner
conviction that our military weapons are
conscience, according to James Cunning
so utterly murderous and criminal that
ham.
no price is too great to pay to oppose
Cunningham and DeMott lived in
them.
Cunningham recently visited :
Jonah House, a resistance community
another Jonah House member imprisoned
in Baltimore, until DeMott left one day
for damaging a nuclear weapon — Philip
in late December to picket and leaflet
Berrigan. He asked Berrigan how DeMott
at the Electric Boat Co. DeMott never
had been able to commit such an audrcame back.
acious, jnagic, reckless sacrifice. .
The Electric Boat Co. has a cont
ract with the U.S. Government to build
Kerrigan’s reply was very simple, very
a fleet of first-strike Trident subma
matter of fact. But Cunningham feels
.it’s the ultimate resistance statement,
rines, each of which will carry more
than 400 Mark 12A warheads. The first
the ultimate challenge to us all.
Trident submarine, "The Ohio," has al
How could DeMott have jumped in a
ready been launched.
a security car and rammed a submarine?
When DeMott entered the grounds
Berrigan just said:
?"You know how to drive, don’t you?"_______________________________________
of the Electric Boat Co., he noticed
a partially constructed submarine in
dry dock.
DeMott hadn’t travelled to Electric
by Terry Messman Rucker
Boat with any plans for civil disobe
dience, Cunningham explained, but when
Although politicians and generals
The Mark 12A warhead, or re-entry
fate dropped the opportunity in his lap,
justify increased nuclear escalation by I
vehicle, is a recent technical innovation
DeMott’s inner strength enabled him
trumpeting America’s need for a strong
which will be equipped on Minuteman III
to immediately respond.
defense, the Mark 12A is the final
missiles, MX missiles and Trident subma
"He finds a security van with the
proof that the U.S. Department of Defense
rines. Each Minuteman III can carry three
keys in it, jumps in and plows through
has become the Department of War.
Mark 12A warheads, each MX missile can
a 12-foot-tall chain-link fence,"
First-strike missiles lead to nu
carry 10 and each Trident submarine will
Cunningham said.
clear
brinkmanship in which foreign
eventually be able to carry 408 Mark 12A
DeMott then drove up to the dry
countries
feel threatened by the possibi
warheads.
docked Trident submarine, whipped the
lity of a disarming attack by U.S. mis
The Mark '12A re-entry vehicle can
siles and decide the only way to defend
van around, put it into reverse and
encase and deliver a hydrogen bomb of
rammed it into the rudder, pulled forward, 335 kilotons — double the kilotonnage
themselves is to fire first. Neither
slammed it into reverse and rammed'it
country
can win at this terrorist strat
of the earlier Mark 12.
egy,
and
eventually both countries
into the submarine again and again.
This 335-kiloton hydrogen bomb has
"He rammed into the rudder four
are
likely
to lose.
an explosive range of 30 square miles:
Preparations for a first-strike
or five times until the van wouldn’t
this means 30 square miles surrounding
nuclear war is outlawed by international
go anymore —— he almost decommissioned .
ground zero would be instantly obliterated.
law, as established in the Hague and
that mother." Security came up shortly
Throughout a much larger area, "an incred
Geneva conventions and the UN Resolution
and arrested DeMott, but not before he
ible wind would create a fierstorm so
had knocked the Trident’s rudder out of
of 1961.
intense houses and people would be blown
The King of Prussia Eight are ful- 9
alignment, a very expensive kind of
apart," said Bob Smith of the Brandeywine
filling their legal and moral duty by
damage indeed.
Peace Communitv. This intense heat would
smashing Mark 12A warheads and Peter
Cunningham marveled at DeMott’s
be radioactive.
DeMott has pioneered a new breakthrough
freedom in taking such a reckless,
Mark 12A is incredibly accurate.
in nonviolent resistance by ramming the
self-sacrificing step. "I am completely
Within three minutes of firing, a Min
rudder of a Trident submarine.
ripped apart by that action. How did
uteman III can streak to the Soviet Union
In a world of stalled SALT talks,
he do it?"
where each of its three Mark 12A warheads
superpower confrontations and nuclear
Cunningham pointed out that even
cna strike within 600 feet of three dif
escalation, actions of total resistance
though DeMott’s action was done on the
ferent targets.
to the Mark 12A warhead are the only
spur of the moment, he had been through
The Mark 12A i. clearly built
hope for disarmament.
a great deal of inner contemplation and
for offensive purposes so we can oblit
The civil disobedience of DeMott
outer evolution befor e he embarked on
erate Russian missiles in a disarming
and the King of Prussia Eight shines a
such.a drastic form of resistance.
first strike. The Mark 12 undeniably
bright light of hope from the darkness
DeMott had attended seminary, had
has the power to shatter the walls of
of
their jail cells.
been stationed in Vietnam while in the
Soviet silos and damage the missiles.

Disarm the Mark 12A Warhead
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Berrigans Hammer Nuclear Warheads Into Plowshares
by Terry Messman Rucker
Daniel and Philip Berrigan are
part of a conspiracy to save our lives.
For trying to obstruct U.S. preparations
for a first-strike nuclear war, eight
Christian pacifists face up to 65 years
in prison on five criminal charges.
The Berrigans and six other vet
eran civil disobedients entered a "high
security" division of the General Elec
tric Plant in King of Prussia, Pa.,
on Sept. 9, 1980. Evading a security
guard, they moved to the rear of the
plant, smashed two nuclear nose cones
with hatmncrs and poured their own blood
over classified weapons documents;
damages were estimated at $40,000.
Their trial is tentatively sched
uled for February 23.
Elizabeth McAlister recently said
she "realistically" expects her husband,
Philip Berrigan, to receive from five to
10 years in prison. Due to his attempt
to help future generations of children
survive, Berrigan may be separated from |
his own children, ages 5 and 6, for
years.'
"We understand why he’s there and
we miss him," said Me Alister, who has
served several jail sentences for civil
disobedience. "It's not easy. But if
we’re going to be Involved in peace
with half a heart and half a will, those
involved in war will be head over heels
on top of us."
In early December, a federal dis
trict judge offered to drop four of the
charges against the King of Prussia
Eight and let them out on probation if
they would agree to plead guilty to one
of the charges. Despite the harsh sen
tences facing them,they refused to
plead guilty to a single charge, ac
cording to James Cunningham.
"They wanted to remain faithful
to what they did," Cunningham said.
"They don't believe they're guilty of
anything and they want to make a strong
spiritual stand on those charges."
Cunningham is a member of Jonah

For trying to save our children, the
eight Christian pacifists face decades
in prison.
Shortly after their arrest, the
King of Prussia Eight wrote:
"The prophets Isaiah and Micah
summon us to beat swords into plow
shares .
"We commit civil disobedience at
General Electric because this genocidal
entity is the fifth leading producer
of weaponry in the U.S. To maintain this
position, G.E. drains $3 million a day
from the public treasury, an enormous
larceny against the poor.
"We wish also to challenge the le
thal lie spun by G.E. through its motto:
’We bring good things to life.' As
manufacturers of the Mark 12A re-entry
vehicle, G.E. actually -prepares to bring
good things to death. Through the Mark
i2A the threat of first-strike nuclear

TISey^masIleinw^nucleanwse^one^itiniammer^n^poureJTIie^wn

blood over classified weapons documents.
House, a Christian resistance community
in Baltimore where McAlister, Berrigan
and two others from the King of Prussia
Eight live.
Cunningham speculated that General
Electric agreed to drop most of the
charges because "they want to hush up
political protest."
"Nobody in General Electric wants
people to know they're deeply involved
in the business of death."
The King of Prussia Eight smashed
Mark 12A warheads, the latest innovation
in first-strike nuclear weaponry. General
Electric has helped the Pentagon push
America to the outer limits of nuclear
brinkmanship. Pouring blood over missile
documents was intended to "expose the
criminality of nuclear weaponry and cor
porate piracy," according to Philip Ber
rigan. "In confronting G.E. we choose to
obey God’s law of life rather than a cor
porate summons to death....We are filled
with hope for our world and for our chil
dren as we join this act of resistance."

war grows more' imminent. Thus, G.E.
advances the possible destruction of
millions of innocent lives."
Philip Berrigan wrote that after
they were arrested and taken to the po
lice station, G.E. security police "hauled
us back from the police station to the
G.E. plant for identification by employees,
an act so outrageously illegal that even
the federal prosecutor objected."
The fact that local police allowed
G.E. security to take prisoners out of
their custody is evidence that corpor
ations are "in control of the legal
system," McAlister said. "Did you ever
doubt it?"
Originally, G.E. charged the eight
intruders with assault and terroristic
threats because "G.E. was embarrassed that
they got in" the high security plant so
easily, McAlister said..
—, •
District Judge Donald Riehl dismissed
G.E.'s patently false charges alleging
violence after testimony by two G.E.
security guards and a shop manager that
the protesters were "nonviolent and peace
ful.. gut tjje U.S. Justice system threat
ens these "nonviolent and peaceful"

people with decades in prison for at
tempting to disarm a threat to human
survival, while allowing General Elec
tric to go unpunished for conspiring
to create weapons of mass murder.
Along with the Berrigans, the
other six arrested were:
* Sister Anne Montgomery, Roman
Catholic nun arrested many times for
civil disobedience at the Pentagon and
White House.
* Molly Rush, director of the
Thoman Merton Center in Pittsburgh,
mother of six, involved in civil dis
obedience against the draft and Rock
well International.
* Father Carl Rabat, Catholic mis
sionary in Phillipines and Brazil, served
1.1 months in jail in 1979-1980 after
civil disobedience at the White House
and Pentagon. Member of Jonah House.
* John Schuchardt, lawyer, father
of three children, war resistance at
Pentagon, White House and G.E. King of
Prussia plant. Member of Jonah House.
* Elmer Maas, college professor,
nonviolent resistance at Pentagon and
Electric Boat Co. in Groton, Conn.
* Dean Hammer, graduate of Yale
divinity school, jailed for civil diso
bedience at Electric Boat, Pentagon and
Riverside Research Institute.
All the defendants were originally
held on $125,000 bail, except Daniel and
Philip Berrigan who have committed acts
of resistance so often they were held
without bail.
Daniel Berrigan later was released
on $50,000 bail paid by his fellow Jesuits
because his rheumatoid arthritis requires
constant medical treatment to prevent
degeneration. He currently works in
New York City at a special hospital for
terminally ill cancer patients.
McAlister and her two children have
visited Philip Berrigan several times
in Montgomery County Jail in Norristown,
Pa. "Without any exception the visits
are very good," she-said. "Phil's spirits
'are good. There's a real feeling of
peace that comes through him."
Of her children's reaction to the
ivisits, she said, "They understand Dad's
in jail and they understand why he's in
jail.
I think they’ve picked up the
fact that it's serious and we don't know
when he will be back and it could be a
long time."

Philip and Daniel Berrigan

Page 6

-January. 1981

The SAXD'AttiVist'

'■ •

‘Truth in Packaging’ on Reagan’s Inaugaration Day
by Norman Solomon, Viewpoint Syndicate

It is traditional for the inaug
ural address of a new president to be
filled with exalted ideals and promises
for the future. It would be nice,
though, if a new president adhered to
strict truth-in-packaging principles .
in presenting an inaugural speech about
the incoming administration
Ronald Reagan* s might go something
like this:
"I am pleased, excited and honored
that I have just become president of
the United States. We face a number of
grave crises in the 1980s. To get
things moving in the right direction,
I have assembled a team to guide this
country wisely.
•"So, to be secretary of the
Interior I have appointed a man whose
favorite dreams are of strip mining,
commercial exploitation of natural
resources whenever profit can be
made, and ravaging the western U.S.
for coal and uranium wherever it can
be found.

So, to be secretary of the interior I
have appointed a man whose favorite
dreams are of ptrip mining and
ravaging the western U.S. for coal

and uranium wherever it can be found.
"Meanwhile, I hope to restore
morality to our federal government.
Lots more money tor nuclear armaments
of mass annihilation. A resurgence of
the death penalty. A cutback on school
lunch programs and other federal pork
barrels that merely feed hungry people.
"My agriculture secretary-to-be
said food is our greatest weapon inter
nationally. Unfortunately, his state
ment was misinterpreted by people who
made the mistake of listening to what
he was saying. We're more proud of
his pledge to cut the food stamp rolls,
since obviously there is plenty of food
around for people who have money. Most
Americans do, and as a devout believer
in the democratic process I cherish
majority rule.
"Now some people have made fun of
me because I have been an actor. This
just shows you how small-minded some
people can be. You would think they'd
be pleased to know that the United
States of America now has a president
who has shown that he can remember his
lines.
"And don't forget my back-up.
George Bush already made clear during
the last campaign that he doesn't want
nuclear war, but he thinks its negative
aspects have been exaggerated. That's
what I call a will to win.
"Democracy in the country is a
wonderful thing. You should judge a
system by its results, after all. And
government has become so big and com
plex, who better to have running it
than a bunch of businessmen, right?
"You may not like all that goes on
in the next four years. But at this
point, I have my doubts you can do
much about it. So, thanks for the
votes, suckers.
"Oh, and have a nice day."

At the State Department, I've
put a general in charge, a man who
worked closely with Richard Nixon
till the very gad of his presidency.
I saY» l®t bygohes be bygones ——
unless of course you're a run-ofthe-mill crook?5then it's time to
stop coddling criminals.
"At the Department of Labor, I
have chosen as secretary someone
whose construction firm has faced
federal charges of discrimination
against women. But we have' found a
place for a woman, at the United
Nations, so that should take care of
complaints that I haven't appointed
females to high places. Who says we
need the Equal Rights Amendment?
"As for non-whites, I found.one

for a cabinet position, to deal with
cities. He was the first Negro to
get on the board of a multinational
corporation, so we can rest assured
that he knows to follow orders from
the top.
"As a national security adviser,
Richard Allen is eminently qualified.
He will soon make Zbigniew Brzeainski
look like a limp marshmallow. Per
haps you remember the incident during
the last week of my campaign, when
the Wall Street Journal came out with
that vicious story about Mr. Allen,
who faced the TV cameras and replied
that it was all "B.S. — Bolshevik
stories." Now that takes guts and
innovation, to accuse the Wall Street
Journal of manufacturing Bolshevik
-propaganda.

Key Advisors Belong to Trilateral Commission
by Holly Sklar, Viewpoint Syndicate
firm
Ronald Reagan promised renewed
person of Chase Manhatten Bank
ly
into
the
Reagan
camp.
prosperity, and he will deliver — to
George Shultz, president of Bech
corporate America, that is.
tel,
a corporation with extensive in
Two days after the election, the
terests in the Middle East, is head of
New York Times reported that ’’Wall
Reagan'8 Economic Policy Group. Henry
Street and the business community wel
Kissinger, an executive member of the
comed" Reagan's election "amid predic
Trilateral Consnission, has said if he
tions that the president-elect would
could "appoint" a president, he would
oversee the most pro-business adminis
pick
Shultz.
tration since that of Dwight D. Eisen
Three
other trilateralists advis
hower." The New York Stock Exchange
ing
Reagan
are Casper Weinberger, vice
celebrated with a record buying spree.
president
of
Bechtel; Arthur Burns,
The much sensationalized "battle
former
Federal
Reserve chief and senior
for Reagan's mind" between his New
adviser to Lazard Freres investment
Right advisers and the more "moderate"
banking firm; and Paul McCracken, Mich
Republican establishment was played out
igan University professor of business
in pre-season skirmishes. The ascend
administration
and a director of Dow
ancy of the "moderates" — based heavily
Chemical.
in the Trilateral Commission, the lead
Reagan economics will disappoint
ing body of U.S., West European, and
the
conservative
anti-trilateralists
Japanese multinational corporations ——
who
supported
him.
But it is workers,
was signaled early by the retention of
women,
Blacks
and
other
minorities who
trilateralist Bill Brock as head of the
will
be
bearing
the
brunt
of deepened
Republican National Committee.
trilateral
austerity
under
the banner
The choice of trilateralist George
of "reindustrialization" and the antiBush as Reagan's running mate brought
ERA, anti-affirmative action, anti-re
Bush/trilateral advisers and corporate
productive freedom, anti-union right
backers — like David Rockefeller, Tri
wing
revival.
lateral Commission founder and chair—
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Bonzo Cowboy Goes to Washington
by Rae Horan, Clark Forfc'Acfors* Affiance

nant comedies about the people, who with
all of the genuine heart-hope they could
muster, voted for Reegun. People whose
ranch is in their backyard, and whose
old Thunderbird is a horse in all of
its phallic, romantic glory.
(Ask Ron
nie.)
You know, (and you do, because
you're an ageing hippie like I am, and
you realize that we have more in common
with Vietnam vets than most any other
spiritual-on-the-terrifying-social-edgeminority) this one guy, Roy, is really
hurting. He hasn't quite recouped his
soul sitice Vietnam.
He promised himself he'd drink a
couple of beers under the stars when
he got home, but he's been doing that
for two years, can't keep a job, loves
his wife, but what's relevant and what
happens just can't come parallel in his
life. She's at home, waiting out ,another binge, hoping that it*s just ano-

The Clark-Fork Actor's
Alliance is the creative
crew that performed Sam
Shepard’s "The Unseen
Hand" last spring. The
CFAA will be performing
James McLure's Lone Star
and Laundry and Bourbon
at The Forum, downstairs
in the Acapulco, January
22—24 and 29-31. Showtime
is at 8 p.m. Cocktails
will'available all evening
and.-live music will be
played after each perfor
mance. Tickets are $3.50.
****************

Dear Terry,
This is.yourrcorrespendent^from
NoGoland. Seems as though the "unseen
hand" is working more than a few fictional brains these days. Seems as
though it’s grabbing hard onto the balls
of our political/cultural, national/
local mythos. Swastikas and sheets
are waving brightly in the courts of
North Carolina, land-rapers and gookkillers in the Cabinet, a bad actor in
the White House who propositions Ford,
sleeps with Nixon, lets Kissinger out
of his fetid, rank academic hole, and
elects General Hawk to the dove's nMt-,,.
Even the Garden City is' showing
a little "hand rot" around the edges.
A bigot has been cordially invited to
the University of Montana. It is ap
parent that it is the internal (and
forever unseen) hand that is decaying
and hollowing out the very guts of our
village.
Need I go on? Yes. We don't need
a domed stadium, we need a fan; and I
think that "City Spirit" is a very cle
ver name for an almost secret society
that is nothing more than an adjunct tothe Chamber of Commerce.
Been to the bars lately? I made
the mistake of going there the other
night; it made me feel old when I
couldn't get angry at the creepy little
punks anymore. I looked up from my
table at them, and I could have wept:
all that beautiful cannon-fodder, there's
no other word for it, and it is a cry
ing. ..screaming shame...maybe because
their passions are so, so — bland.
Back in my hippie days I used to
wear this blue ceramic pendant with
block letters which said, "God-MotherLunch." I am now commissioning a new
one, a red one, which will read, "Jesus-Anita-Reegun."
How can I possibly be immune to
the "celebrity-mentality?" This ce
lebrity-mentality that so inhabited
the psyche of Mark Chapman, that he,
(and it was inevitable), murdered John
Lennon. The celebrity circut is a closed
circuit, there's only so much room for
celebrities—the best way to be a cele
brity is to kill a celebrity. But what,
exactly, are the bizarre machinations
that turned appreciative love into the
machinery that made a good musician into

Swastikas and sheets are waving brightly in the courts of North Carolinth^"~
land-rapers and gook-killers in the Cabinet, a bad actor who elects General
Hawk to the dove's nest.
an idol and shot him deadjj
Did Mark Chapman read People Maga
zine? Vote for a winner-eelebrity in
stead of a president? Didohe watch That's
Incredible, those Amazing Animals and
senile Burgess are Real People, because
Everyone Knows every Sixty^Minutes a new
Donohue Snyder is born with 20/20 vision
for Nightline?
Jesus as celebrity, as platform.
Jesus in the name of getting out the vote.
Jesus does not approve of sex education,
kid busing, faggot teachers or hand gun
controls. Jesus, poor Jesus, when will
he get the cover of People magazine?
A bad actor goes east as an old
man, wearing his White (House) hat, his
ray-guns blasting, he mutters to himself,
"With destiny this manifest, I’ll win
the Middle East as well." He holds his
pistol aloft, shoves the 52 hostages
in front of him, proclaiming to the bad
guys; "you'll have to shoot them first."
Bonzo Cowboy goes to Washington,
American cowboy mythology goes stale.
The acquisition of freedom, is now sub
verted to the acquisition of goods, which
is also oil, to feed our pickup trucks,
which were once horses but not anymore
becaus.e- there's no land to graze on.
You think I don't take this bad
actor stuff seriously? I have yet to
come to the conclusion that a rotten
celebrity is better than no celebrity
at all. A good actor is only a celeb
rity by default. A good actor "enlivens
dreams." A bad actor "turns the Amer
ican Dream into a nightmare."
And so, my fellow dream enlivener,
you, it seems, are going to jail, while
I am going on stage. Oh, Terry...the
low-budget, high-commitment life. Sure
as hell, the morning you're packing your
toothpaste and blue workshirt, you’ll
think, "Boy, I haven't seen a flick in
a long time. Guess I'll go to a movie
tonight. Or, wait, I'll go see those
crazy mothers down at the Forum." And
then it will hit you in the face, and
really for the first time.
Wish you could see the shows, Terry.
You know, they're about all of this,
somehow. For pne thing, they're poigr____

ther woman again, and nothing that
would confuse her more than that, o.r
hurt him more than that. But this McLure fellow is such a damn fine writer
that he makes it all charming and funny
and warm. .
We've been up against the same stu
pid insurmountabilities. No money; not
enough time. Ripping our lives in thirds
co pursue the bread for rent, be coher
ent by rehearsal time, get the set up,
the posters out, and praying that there’s
enough time still, to go home, to be*
human, to be a mate.
And then, just when it gets gutbusting-explosive-because-it's-comingup-fast*uo—turning-around-but-how-thehell-are-we-ever-going-to-get-it-donein-so-li11le-1 ime-with-no-1i 11le-money,
all these lovers of insane heroic effort
start leaping from the Woodwork.
A professional photographer works
for nothing. A restaurant owner gives
us a basement room to rehearse in until
he needs it, and then two downtown
businessmen offer us a studio just as
we're getting ready to work in the
director's unheated garage. A store in
the mall gives us a wig. A wonderful
woman who hasn't even been in town long
enough to know where Front Street is,
calls us up and agrees to sew costumes,
style wigs, hang posters and-be an usher.
Old pals I haven’t seen since "The
Unseen Hand" are building the set out
side in our carport. Another saint is
giving us five days of his life to con
struct a homemade lighting board.
What did we do to deserve this?
Oh, it’s in the same realm of what you
did to deserve jail. I don't know,
Terry. I play Hatty in this show. And
she says, "Ain’t fate weird?" What she'stalking about is the absurdity of going
for the grand prize and ending up with
a year's supply of frozen meat pies.
I'm thinking about you all the
time these days. Put me on your visi
tors list when you get there at the
good old Missoula County Jail. Bless
you, my friend.

•Love and (though it's sadly out of vogue)
. .Peace, Rae
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‘Lost in a Romance’

A Vietnam Vet Remembers ‘A Wilderness of Pain’
by Tom Kumpf
"Lost in a romance —
A wilderness of pain.
All the children are insane."
—Jim Morrison, The Doors

other warriors have invented to assure
the continuation of their work; you may
"waste" or "grease" or "dust" or
"blow away", but you will never use the
word "Kill." Likewise, the enemy becomes
"Charlie" or "The Cong" or "The
Slopes" or a "Gook".

Now, dear friends, how graphic
would you like me to get?' I could paint
a picture so bloody, so dramatic, so
Sickening with gore that you may well be
Mwr were guilty and did not know it;
entertained. But, no story, however
our parents were guilty and could not
amusing, can approach what really happens
when you're there in Vietnam, and that
see it; Nixon, Carter, Reagan and
is the point of my writing, to try to
David Rockefeller are guilty but will
provide an understanding of what really
happens.
never admit it.
Imagine that you are now in an en
vironment whose temperature hangs some
where around 100 degrees with humidity
He or she must become an "It" that
well over ninety percent. It's 2 a.m. at
you "wasted" but did not kill, for to
the air base in Danang and you're lying
allow them human personalities is to
in a top bunk on the second floor of a
acknowledge something that may further
transit barracks on your first night "In
interrupt your sleep and active re
Country"; lying there thinking how fan
sponses enough that the next engagement
tastic it all seems, how exciting and
may send you, like so many others you've
safely dangerous it all feels.
seen, flying home in one of those airYou look out the glassless window,
sealed returnable silver caskets; you
down through a large door across a narrow
must insist, "No; Charlie does riot have
roadway at a guy who is cleaning his M-16
a mother, wife, or children that love
Jeanne M. Wilkinson photo
while watching a small TV, courtesy of
him so much as to grieve over his
the Armed Forces Broadcasting System out
death!"
of Saigon. Behind all of this, which
It is a place where no standards
by Tom Kumpf
occurs faster than it can be told, are
exist except the dictates of weather and
In Danang
the sounds of jet engines either taking
fate. There are but a few rules and none
I .lost my shadow
off or coming in, and unconsciously you
are like those you've previously had in
Tell me,
have developed at once a trained ear
fused; because the enemy is for the most
for Afghanistan,
towards the roars and whines, for sud
part invisible, you are instructed that
for the Persian Gulf,
denly you distinguish a foreign sound
anyone seen running, be it man, woman or
for Exxon,
traveling towards your place in this
child, should be considered as hostile
for snowmobiles,
world; a whistling not unlike a jet, but
and shot.
for plastic statues of Christ,
different.
You know that you must do your job
for the ghost of John Wayne
Then comes a "whoosh" followed by a
or die, understanding also that even if
and American pride,
concussive belch that marks its presence
you do it, and do it exceptionally well,
in a blinding flash of light and debris.
must my babies go also to war?
you may die just the same. You can trust
"It's a hit! Incoming!" someone yells as
nothing and no one, cannot even permit
you scramble with everyone else toward
Tom Kumpf is the father of two
yourself the privilege of a close rela
the nearest bunker; you sit in the sand
daughters, ages 7 and 12
tionship with any of your peers, for
bagged structure as three more rockets
tomorrow or whenever, you or he could
touch earth.
Shaken, excited, a little confused
To your right, not more than six feet away, the face of a blond boy, perhaps
but grateful for the opportunity that
will later be boasted of at home, you
your own age, his eyes locked on yours, a smile across his lips, he is gone
watch the other soldiers, trying to learn
from the chest down; hamburger here, unidentifiable pieces there...
from their actions and attitudes, their
haggard, half-drunken faces saying more
in one glance than you can describe in a
You have, as I had, just lost all
be hit on the trail, or in bid, or in
year. The "all clear" siren shrieks, but
■ innocence, all illusions, all past un
the village brothel.
*
as you leave, you hear screams of pain,
derstandings; and whether it be in the
Most
enemy
contacts
are
with
sni

shouts Of activity; you run towards them,
Army, Navy, Marines, or Air Force, over
pers,
or
booby
traps,
or
ambushes
where
fascinated.
the intervening months In Country or
you lose men but rarely see who causes
The illusion is gone —
off the coast, gradually, often quietly,
the loss. When you do participate in
beneath the eerie radiance of airborne
but ever so surely, you will lose also
major action, it is far from what
some
flares, a black man writhing and scream
your ideals, morals, faith, hope and
the
movies
and media—masters would have
ing in pain under the strength of
belief in a just God.
you
believe;
there are rockets, mortars,
others trying desperately to hold him
You will watch everything that has
machine
guns,
helicopters, men running,
down, putting in place the tourniquet
made you "you", either severely altered
shooting,
screaming,
blowing to pieces,
that will stop the gushing from what
or effectually scattered like so many
laughing,
dying,
all
together in one
little'remains of a shattered leg, gone
feathers in a wind. Whether you're a
scene
at
the
same
instant
for minutes
from just above the knee. To your right,
draftee or a volunteer, a Christian or
into hours.
not more than six feet away, the face
Atheist, one who swore you would kill
It is so intensely fast and de
of a blond boy, perhaps your own age,
for your country, or swore you would
ranged,
and it's 98 degrees at 98 per
his eyes locked on yours, a smile across
not, for the sake of your own survival
cent
and
the water has a disease in
his lips, he is gone from the chest
you will now do it and force yourself
every
mouthful
and you're out of purify
down; hamburger here, unidentifiable
to like it, or do it and hate it —
ing
tabs
and
running
out of ammo and
pieces there, and you smell it, feel
then do it and like it and hate it and
someone
stole
the
c-4
explosive in the
the moist heat, sense at your feet,
like it or die.
anti-personnel
mines
and
the stuff they
your boots are entangled in his seared,
In order to protect that inner
bloody intestines. . >
, . , .
continued on page 11
- beings youwill .pick up the, devices

In Danang
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Vietnam — A Wilderness of
Pain
page 10 continued
are dumping on the trees makes you dizzy
and sore with a rash so why not get
stoned or drunk 'cause Charlie's out
there and he's the only one who really
knows why he's fighting.
You have become a contradiction in
terms, a "Civilized Savage" who recalls
and dreams of the more refined enhance
ments of home while acting out the most
inquisitioned instincts of survival. You
know but one truth: despite personal
strength and intellect, however wealthy
or remarkable, when struck by that tear
shaped bit of brass cutting its course
with proper speed and force, there is no
more aolidarity in the human body than
in a piece of ripe fruit. There is no
neatly painted blood to send you off;
you, me, anyone will pop, split, and
splatter to fractions as finally as an
over-inflated watermelon.

•whose eyes pointedly stab just before
the heads turn or walk away entirely.
Sqch cues shriek coarsely what is be
lieved; I and 29,000 others in this
fair state of Montana are either weak,
spineless cry babies, or dope-crazed
baby butchers.
Friends, we are not killers, or
insane non-productive potheads; we are
what we have been through before,
during, and since Vietnam; we are men
and women thrown into a hideously
grand situation by a society of people
who for the most part still believe
and live by illusions they cannot or
will not choose to recognize.
Part of each of our lives can be
found.here, the other parts are
scattered there still; we have seen
the beast in all mankind, we have
known the passion of life and the im
passioned finality of death, and now
we find ourselves forced to live out
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the remaining years under a Srfcial
attitude of second-rate tolerance.
Ten years later I can with assured
comfort say that we are guilty of no
thing, no matter how foreign or morbid
what we’ve lived may seem; as the Viet
nam conflict entertainingly accompanied
your evening meal, you were guilty and
did not know it, our parents were guilty
and could not see it; Nixon, Carter,
Reagan, and David Rockefeller are guilty
but will never admit it.
What I have offered here is a short
version of what "happened" in Vietnam.
Of the experiential hangovers, I have
presented but a hint. We no longer de
sire parades, grandstanding, or more
medals; all we ask, I for all of us, is
that you allow us to come back. Friends,
the next time we meet, look me square
in the eyes, never again away.

You may "waste"or "grease"or
"dust" or "blow away," but you will
never use the word "kill." Likewise,

the enemy becomes "Charlie"or "The
Cong" or "The Slopes" or a "Gook."
But here you are again in Danang,
this time headed eastward towards the
"Beal World", home. Little do you real
ize that your problems may be just be
ginning; you're the old-timer telling
the new arrivals, "Sorry for ya, kid,"
and you're on the freedom bird and soon
in San Francisco and soon being pro
cessed and soon a civilian again.
Too soon it seems, for now you are
free to do what you choose, safely go
where you please. Less than a week has
passed since last you were shooting or
being shot at. You have seen so much,
experienced such extremes, lived
through the most profound consciousness
of your life, and while the return
seemed too rapid, you have again been
deceived by your expectations.
There were no parades, no long
haired lovelies begging; you cannot
even speak of what you have concluded;
no one wants to hear about it, talk
about it, even the people you've come
home to, those loved ones for whom you
survived. They look at you with
estranged wonder, cautious apprehension
and sometimes even fear.
Because there is no outlet, this
world suddenly seems more alien and
disengaged than the one you've escaped
from. Everyone appears to be celebra
ting at once anything and nothing,
caring of and for anything and nothing,
still believing the nickel-dime games
while refusing to realize the fate of
their brothers and sons who are nt that
same instant doing something distinctly
effectual to and for the lives and
futures of all.
Now it's ten years later and in
all that time no one has understood;
they have assumed much, have blamed
often, but have never taken the inter
est away from their busy sheltered
lives to listen to the unconvertible
traces and recurring nightmares.
Today yet, the mere mention of
service in Vietnam returns an "Oh"
that snakes so assumingly from lios

Art by Jim Todd, UM Fine Arts Department

Growing Old at 25
by Jon JacobsorT

Homecoming

Remembering the dreams we left behind,the struggles of transparent promise
and translucent pain.
Later, we would reminisce,
memories falling between us
like a borrowed Southeast Asian rain.

I herelyregisterto defend
with ny life the profits of
Exxon, Mobil, Gulf, and any
other muftinatianals designated
by try electedofficials.
■
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by Phil Burgess, Vietnam Veteran

the silent steel sky
strangely free of birds of war,
regards the rigid warrior
standing solitaire
in the sea of buffalo grass
far below;
the liquid black gleam
of his paratrooper boots
alien
to the white powdered
badlands
dust.
ears still tender from the sound
of incoming rounds at chu lai,
now shocked
by a meadowlark's bursting cry,
the soldier stares at the catatonic
windows
.
of a house remembered
from some time
before.

1
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Reagan and the New Right — Giant Step Backward for Women
by Judy Smith, Women’s Resource Center
"I support equal rights for women," —
Ronald Reagan, presidential debate, 1980

J

their attempt to call a Constitutional
Convention to re-write the First Amend
ment.
According to "The Politics of the
"Shut up! I’ve been wanting to say that
Right-to-Life
Movement," published by
this whole campaign, shut up!" —Ronald
the
Interchange
Resource Center in Wash
Reagan to pro-ERA demonstrators, election
ington
D.C.:
"The
right-to-life movement
eve, Nov. 3, 1980
is a wolf in sheep's clothing. Its care
Tuesday, November 4, I sat at home
fully groomed image of religious women
on my couch and waited. By 7 p.m. I
knew; Reagan had won; McGovern and others fearing for the welfare of innocent ba
bies masquerades its true character, a
targeted by the New Right Political Action
ferocious organizing tool of the New
Committees had lost. People had actually
Right. In reality, the right-to-life
voted for Reagan — less than.25 percent
movement's creed has become part of the
of the people who could have voted —
right wing's dogma, manipulated by the
but still millions of people voted for
old alliance of wealth and bigotry which
Reagan.
Some part of me still finds
is presently attempting a protentous rise
that hard to believe.
That old man with his tired, worn
r to power....The main objective of these
out ideas, his simple solutions for the ue (New Right) supporters is to rewrite the
complexity of high technology, energy-,; Constitution. If the New Right gets its
way, clearly, their target will be the
intensive interdependency, his Reader's
Bill of Rights, including freedom of the
Digest informed assertions that we can
press, privacy rights and the separation
"return to the thrilling days of yester
year" when American could and did dominate of church and state."

the world communitv.
Most importantly for me, as a fem
inist, people voted for Reagan and other
New Right candidates who said they sup
ported women's rights yet opposed the
ERA and a woman's right to choose an
abortion. And women voted for these
people. Not in overwhelming numbers
— the National Organization for Women
reports that women who voted split evenly
between Carter and Reagan — but still,
more women voted for Reagan than did
blacks, Jews or Hispanics.
Pollster Lou Harris reported during»
the week before the election that Americai
did not support the Moral Majority's call
for the imposition of rigid, traditional
behavior control in the name of moral
ity and that the large majority supported
the ERA, pro-choice and the separation
of church and state. Yet lots of people
voted for candidates who supported the
Moral Majority.
Because of the New Right Hit Lists,
the ERA and abortion received more atten
tion in the campaign than ever before.
For the first time there were basic dif
ferences between the Democratic and Rep
ublican national platforms. Members of
the National Education Association Joined
with feminists in a successful fight with
Democratic regulars to insert strong proERA language and support for federally
funded Medicaid abortions into the Demo
cratic platform—b.ut then 50 percent of
the NEA membership voted for Reagan.
The results of targeting women's
issues in the 1980 campaign were mixed.
Many pro-choice candidates did well and
Sen. Packwood, R-Ore., on the Right to
Life Hit List because of his pro-choice
leadership in the U.S. Senate,
gives credit for his victory to organ
ized pro-choice support from Oregon
NARAL. Other pro-choice supporters
lost, but rarely over the specific
issues of abortion and ERA.
Some analysts feel the New Right is
currently pushing these issues only to
recruit single-issue voters into the new
■conservative coalition. Stacey Oliker,
of the Coalition to Defend Reproductive
Rights in San Francisco, argues that the
New Right uses women's issues "as hot
button recruiting issues" and has taken
over the leadership of the right-to-life
movement in order to. gjipfrcr. supportfoi^

I am constantly amused at the New
Right*8 denunciation of liberal Demo
crats as "the left." What, the New Right
chooses to forget in its jqy at its new

found 25 percent majority is that the
New Left in this country is older than
the New Right and long ago gave up de
fending the ground the New Right wants
to attack.
It appears that the New Right wants
to redefine women's issues. They want
to trade a few upwardly mobile positions
for women interested in making it in
their system for our basic rights to
control our bodies and be equal under
the law. Perhaps they are attempting
to buy off women as the have attempted
to buy off certain blacks. Certainly
they are attempting to confuse some
very basic issues with the most classic
doublespeak methods.
If they can fool
some of the women some of the time,
then women as a group may not organize
to oppose them. They may have parti
ally succeeded in this election.
But of course when we look behind
this New Right doublespeak, there's a
verv clear message for women:
* "There are no unwanted pregnan
cies. In every woman there is
a force that wants to reproduce,
to fulfill womanhood. It makes’
it simpler if you don't have a

TheNMiscanwBigmBTagamsrfenumsnHi^^
Jewish, Communist conspiracy. The party emphasized the traditional
women's role in the family and once in power dosed down the birth-control
clinics and outlawed, abortion.
choice." Birthright spokesperson,
Daily Californian, January 19.79
* "It used to be that in recognition
of the family as the basic unit
of society we had one family, one
vote.
We have seen the trend in
stead toward One person, one vote.
The government has condoned this
trend which has contributed to the
rise of adultery and promiscuity
and other types of immoral behav
ior which undermines the family."
—Howard Phillips, National Dir
ector of the Conservative Caucus,
commenting on women's suffrage at
Pro-Life Rally, July 1980

/na/h objective of these New
Right supporters is to rewrite the
Constitution, if the New Right gets
its way, their target will be the Bill of
Rights.

THE NEW IDOL
Art by Jim Todd, UM Fine Arts Departmen

What does all this mean for femi
nists, for our work and our personal
choices in the future? Long ago many of
us gave up expecting the male-dominated
electoral process to change anything
for women. Those of us who believe a
basic restructuring of society is nec
essary before people will have a chance
to control their own lives gave up on
the Democratic Party and the classic
liberal solutions years ago.
Carol Douglas, a teacher ox feminist
theory at the Washington, D.C. Women's
School: " We have contributed to the
decline of the Democratic Party. The
radical and liberal people of our gen
eration have chosen to work in other
ways, in the feminist movement and
black movement, in the Left and the
public interest and anti-nuclear groups."
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"Now more than ever" (to borrow
Nixon re-election sentiment) we
as feminists have to be visible,
page 10 continued
articulate and proud of our movement's
Many of the people I know see no
history and our personal and polical
difference between Democrat and Repchoices. We must challenge the New
fa lican. What they do see are maleEight's definition of the political
defined political organizations, based
climate in Americ^. After all, many
on good-old-boy power relations, which
of them were elected on Reagan's coat
run candidates who have nothing to say
tails and many of Reagan's votes did
about what is important. Major candi
not reflect conservative viewpoints.
dates in Montana have run so-called
Yes, pople are alienated and
successful campaigns on being a nice
feel they have no control over their
guy, on going door to door with nothing
lives. But that's due to the basic
to say.
‘nature of a highly developed techno
So what do we do? Do we defend the
cratic society. jhe answer to alien
Democratic Party from the New Right
ation is not to concentrate power into
onslaught? Do we develop our political
leven fewer hands,,hands that already
clout? Do we organize against the right control disproptlonate amounts of money
wing? What’s the best use of our energy
and other resources, as the New Right
now and- in the immediate future?
proposes. The answer lies in a true
A re—emphasis on basic issues seems decentralization of power that can
inevitable. Whatever we think of the
not happen until decision-making is
electoral politics system, women's lives
returned to the community and indivi
are affected by laws made by Federal and
dual level.
state legislatures. I used to help
We as women have particular insight
women find illegal abortions and I never
into alienation. Jfe have always been
want, to have to do that again. The right the other, had o^r special, restricted
to choose a safe and legal abortion must place. We know we do not have ppwer.
be defended and that right will be under
Yet we have evolved a movement that is
attack on the Federal and state level.
based on the indiWduals right to make
A Human Life Amendment that will
Iher own life choices; we are working
deny choice to all women is expected to
to learn how to take power back into
be reported out of the Senate this year
jour own hands and3how to use this power
'responsibly.
and feminists will have to engage in a
state-by-state fight to kill it. Other
I '
Currently, feminist writers are
basic choices such as sexual preference, beginning to stud^ the feminist move
alternative life styles, access to day
ment in Germany irf the 1920s and 1930s
care, will be under attack.
and the rise of the NAZI Party. Gloria
Feminist grass roots organizing is Steinem has two articles in "MS" and
a high priority. We must begin motivat Carol Doublas reviews three books in
ing the majority that supports our is
December "0ff‘*'0u^fcacks." Both authors
sues. We must make a stand at each
suggest parallels to our current pol
point where our rights are threatened.
itical situation. Feminist organi
We can not wait for any other group to
zations were active in Germany working
counter the New Right. Women learned
for suffrage and other women's rights.
long ago, during the struggle for suf
A right-wing group, worried about the
frage and again for civil rights, that
decline of the family and the diffi
culties of modern life, organized the
League for the Prevention of the Eman
Women learned long ago, during the
cipation of Women and gegan producing
struggle for suffrage and again for
anti-feminist propaganda.
As Germany experienced growing
civil rights, that they can only rely on
economic and military setbacks, the
women to fight for women's rights. anti-feminist attacks grew. Steinem
writes in "MS": "The feminists were
creating fresh divisions by rousing
women against men. It was destroy
they can only rely on women to fight
ing the family...by encouraging married
women's rights. At the same time, we
oust work in coalitions with other groups
jhat oppose the New Right, even in some
cases with the Democratic Party. Not
to save that party, but to build an ef
fective counter to the money and comp
uter skills of the New Right.
One important advantage we have
is the arrogance and authoritarianism
of the New Right. They are more than
willing to show their basic contempt
for the democratic process and the ave
rage American citizen. John Terry Dolan
of the National Conservative PAC boasts
that he and his computer could elect
Mickey Mouse. Paul Weyrich of the Com
mittee for the Survival of a Free Con
gress: "It doesn't matter what the maj
ority of American people think on a poll.
What matters is the perception members
of Congress have about your issue and
their future." We can capitalize on
this arrogance and disregard for tradtional American values in our own or
ganizing efforts.
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women to take jobs, by supporting un
married mothers, and by urging women in
general to be more independant. Fem
inist groups began to abandon their
support for more controversial issues
such as birth control and rights of
single women in order to appeal to
more conservative constituencies. As
a result, feminists could organize no
reslstence when NAZIs ordered them to
disband their organizations. The NAZI
Party was anti-feminist."
"I grant women the same right as
men, but I don't think they are ident
ical.
Woman is man's companion in
life. "—Adolf Hitler.
The NAZIs campaigned against fe
minism as an antl-German, subversive,
Jewish, Communist conspiracy. The
Party emphasized the traditional wo
man's role in the family, "Kinder,Kuche, Kirche," and once in power clo
sed down birth-control clinics and out,lawed abortion.
Both authors point out how dan
gerous it would be for current fem
inist groups to attempt to appear more
conservative in order to appeal to the
alleged conservative majority. When
movements retreat from their basic prin
ciples, they lose the basis for their
existence and the commitment of their
members and are no longer viable. The
history lesson appears to be: begin
now to organize our constituencies
with all our energy and our resources.
Feminists are already gearing up
in Montana. The Montana Pro-Choice
Coalition will be working in the Mont
ana Legislature and needs support from
all pro-choice Montanans (state office
P.O. Box 9593, Missoula Ph. 728-3041).
.The Missoula Women's Resource Center
and other feminist groups throughout
the state are planning educational ef
forts to keep people informed about
women's issues and to motivate support
ers to get involved in countering at
tacks on feminist issues and organi
zations. (243-4153 in the U.C.) Mont
ana women's groups are also working
.with other groups to form coalitions
such as MONTCEL in Helena, that will
work to counter New Right organizing
in Montana.
Whenever I think I'm tired of all
this and want to go home and work out
my individual solution, I think of
Susan B. Anthony who worked her entire
life for suffrage and always said,
Tailure is Impossible."
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Reagan’s Regime May Mean Racial Repression
by Ulysses S. Doss, UM Professor of African-American Studies

All was not quiet on slavery's
front, nor was it quiet during those
memorial years of civil rights as a
once-captured-people, still captured,
continued their struggle to challenge
the heavy hand of prejudice and segre
gation. That time they were joined by
'their white sisters and brothers. But
then for almost a generation, those
who had joined the struggle grew care
less, fatigued, and uninvolved with
those for whom freedom’s battle await
ed completion, fulfillment, and final
victory. We, the oppressed, did not
cease our battle in spite of slain
leaders, broken promises, continued
neglect, and the lies of progress.
Some have cited Vietnam, Water
gate, and the feminist movement as
reasons why energy was diverted away
from the stride toward racial freedom
we once had begun to take together.
Others have cited inflation and unem
ployment. For whatever the multiple
reasons, the insurgence of the Klan,
the reversal of affirmative action
with the Bakke decision, the lukewarm
Weber decision, and of course the
National Conservative Political Action
Committee and the Moral Majority's
right-wing stance are to us clear in
dicators that whatever progress we
have made in the last 30 years has
been detoured, and awesome obstacles
now impede our progress.
Reagan is this nation's next
president. -Though I fear and suspect
his stance on many social and inter
national issues, I fear more this
climate of repression which has
brought him to power, for I believe
these forces have taken this nation
one step beyond. That is, one step
‘beyond what I believe to be a com
munity of representative democracy,
a community in which justice reigns
and freedom is neither symbolic nor
token.
Hope for the oppressed has been
.a fragile happening. Even during the
zenith of civil-rights legislation,
most communities, rather than tackle
the immense gaps in education, employ
ment, housing and countless other
vital human services,blamed the poor
for being poor, the illiterate for
being uneducated, and the unemployed
for not working. A Marshall Plan for
the cities, to aid those captured in
the blight and misery of poverty, was
seldom discussed.
Instead, busing became the heated
topic of discussion, not equality in
education. Abortion was discussed, not
the hardships of the poor who have
. additional mouths to feed without hous
ing, employment, and day care services.
The national employment picture was
discussed in the language of eight to
nine percent unemployment, without
focusing on the 30 to 50 percent unem
ployment within our inner cities.
Rising -health and hospital costs
were discussed, but not the hard, cold
fact that millions in the inner city
have neither insurance, a physician,
nor money*for medicine. Double-digit
'inflation was discussed, but not the

Ulysses Doss and Philip Berrigan
fact that years ago the poor could
hardly afford to eat, and that today
food costs mean near starvation for
hundreds of thousands.
What then of Ronald Reagan and
those forces which embrace his will and
consciousness, and now are in the seat
of power? Hope for ultimate dignity
and justice has always been for the
people of color a sometime, fragile
thing. Were hope a flame, it would be
barely flickering. The flame of hope
is dim, but not because Reagan is a
wicked man, or even because NCPAC and
the Moral Majority are necessarily
evil. History will give us the verdict
as to their humane, ethical, and moral
stand, although I question now the
legitimacy of power's continued invi
tation toward corruption.
Our fear is that those in power
do not know we exist. They do not know
.us as persons. They do not know us as
a community, and thus they do not know
or understand what we have already
suffered and endured. They know not
the weight of being a stranger in one's
own land and being denied equal oppor
tunity to fulfill one's dreams, hopes,
and ambitions, when they have been
free to fulfill theirs. They do not
know the price of color, the weight of
prejudice, the injury of segregation,
nor the horror of racism. They do not
see us as they see themselves, for
they s6e us as obstacles to their pro
grams which are dedicated to those like
themselves, for themselves.
They do not hear us when we speak,
for they cannot believe our world is as
terrifying as we declare it is. They
can only hear the echo of their own
stories, and they proclaim that since
they succeeded, so can we, if we do as
.they do. And yet, their advantage in
being white gave them a head start
that they do not admit is a clear-cut
advantage. Whatever token aid befalls

David J. Spear photo
us, they call handouts. To us, it's
controlled imprisoning paternalism un
less we too share in the decision making.
Yes, we. fear the parade marching into
the White House — not that the parade
marching out was all that sensitive and
endearing to those of us of color. It
was not. But at least hope was still
possible and she rode the wings of
possibility.
How can we sing the victory march
or hum "Hail to the Chief" when we be
lieve deep in our hearts their victory
shall be at our expense, and the
commander-in—chief belongs to others?
We continue to hope against hope and
hear once again those haunting words to
that famous old spiritual, "Nobody Knows
the Trouble I've Seen".
If there is to be more than idle
hope, then we and those who want more
than the near-sightedness and lethargy
of the Silent Majority, NCPAC, and the
Moral Majority will have to take one
step beyond our own self-imprisonment of
the past. This means we must become
active participants in the dialogue with
those who have already cast their nay
votes. Such hope needs to be as grounded
as was Martin Luther's in 1517 at
Wittenberg. When witnessing and experi
encing the heavy hand of oppression, he
realized he could stand idly by no longer
and said for the world to hear, "Here I
stand, I can do no other."
I have been here before. Not that
you should care about my travels, but
you too have journeyed with me and will
again. The first time you were slumber
ing. This time possibly you shall be
awake in the nightmare, too awake not to
know that oppression is no sleeping
giant, and that its 'victims shall not
only be people of color but all of us,
even those who continue to mock our
struggle for inclusion in those decisions
which affect our lives.
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Voters in Northwest Reject Nuclear Industry
by Rory Tylor, Viewpoint Syndicate

by Joan Cavanagh
I am a dangerous woman
Carrying neither bombs nor babies
Flowers or molotov cocktails.
I confound all your reason, theory,
realism
Because I will neither lie
in your, ditches
Nor dig your ditches for you
Nor join your armed struggle
For bigger and better ditches.
I will not walk with you
nor walk for you,
I won’t live with you
And I won’t die for you
But neither will I try to deny you
Your right to live and die.
I will not share one square foot
of this earth with you
While you’re hell-bent on destruction
But neither will I deny that we are
of the same earth,
born of the same Mother.
I will not permit
You to bind my life to yours
But I will tell you that our lives
Are bound together
And I will demand
That you live as though you understand
This one salient fact.
I am a dangerous woman
because I will tell you, sir,
whether you are concerned or not,
Masculinity has made of this world
a living hell,
A furnace burning away at hope, love,
faith, and justice,
A furnace of My Lais, Hlroshimas,
Dachaus.
A furnace which burns the babies
You tell us we must make.,
Masculinity made Femininity
Made the eyes of our women go dark
and cold,
sent our sons — yes sir, our sons —
To War
Made our children go hungry
Made our mothers whores
Made our bombs, our bullets,
our "Food for Peace,”
our definitive solutions
and first strike policies
Yes sir
Masculinity broke women and men
on its knee
Took away our future
Made our hopes, fears, thoughts
and good instincts
’’irrelevant to the larger struggle."
And made human survival
beyond the year 2000
An open question.
Yes sir
And it has possessed you.

. 5.
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1 am a dangerous woman
because I will say all this
lying neither to you nor with you
Neither trusting nor despising you.
I am dangerous because
I won't give up, shut up, or put up
with your version of reality.
You have conspired to sell my life
quite cheaply
And I am especially dangerous
Because I will never forgive
or forget
Or ever conspire
To sell yours in return.

PORTLAND — Preoccupied with re
porting presidential and congressional
election results, national news media
devoted scant attention to the fact
that voters in the Pacific Northwest
dealt the nuclear industry two signif
icant setbacks.
In the state of Washington, voters
approved -- by a three-to-one margin
— a ballot measure prohibiting non
medical radioactive wastes from enter
ing their state. The successful cam
paign, which backers dubbed "Don't
Waste Washington," was prompted by fears
that the federal government's giant
Hanfdrd 'Nuclear Reservation in southeast
Washington would become the nation's
nuclear dump.
"Don't Waste Washington" campaign
ers ran into little opposition from the
nuclear industry — which appeared will
ing to bide its time and challenge the
Washington state law in federal court.
Nuclear interests contend the law con
tradicts U.S. Constitution provisions
on interstate commerce.
Oregon voters passed an ini
tiative that forbids nuclear power con
struction in the state until a perma
nent high-level atomic waste facility
has been licensed by the U.S. govern
ment. The new Oregon law also provides
that any future nuclear plant proposal
will require approval from the state's
voters in a referendum.
In the last three weeks of the cam
paign, Oregonians were saturated by
warnings that the measure would make
them oil hostages to the Ayatollah
Khomeini, and that it would ban the
nuclear option for at least 20 years
"eyen if we need it." The anti-initia
tive advertising blitz ignored a recent
governor's office report stating that
conservation and renewable resources
could meet all of Oregon's energy needs
through this century.
Portland attorney Jan Wyers, an
Oregon state senator, was a chief spon
sor of the ballot measure. Wyers be

lieves the pro-nuclear utilities were
hurt by their widely-advertised claim
that the proposed law constituted a ban
on nuclear power. "They made it clear,"
he says, 'that safe storage of nuclear
wastes was not right around the corner,
which proponents of nuclear have been
claiming for more that 20 years."
Oregon nuclear boosters outspent
their foes 10-to—one in the referendum
campaign. Out of the $350,000 expended
by pro-nuclear forces, over $300,000
came from Oregon's most avid nuclear
utility, Portland General Electric Co.
Defeated at the polls by a margin
of 61,000 votes out of slightly more
than a million ballots cast, Portland
General Electric may try to move a pro
posed central Oregon nuclear power fa
cility north — across the Columbia River
to the Hanford nuclear complex operated
by the federal government in Washington.
This would circumvent both the "Don't
Waste Washington"’ban on out-of-state
atomic garbage and the newly enacted
voter approval requirement for siting
in Oregon..
The Oregon election result helps
set the stage for a "states' rights"
battle of national importance. A sim
ilar law, passed by the California leg
islature, was subsequently declared un
cons titional 'by a federal judge on the
grounds that U.S. government jurisdic
tion over nuclear plant siting preempts
state regulations. That decision is
under appeal by the state of California.
Like their counterparts elsewhere,
Oregon utilities can be expected to take
legal action, telling federal judges
that U.S. preemptive-powers force states
to accept nuclear power whether they
like it or not.
Ironically, with a strongly pronuclear Reagan administration scheduled
to assume control of the federal execu
tive branch, states like Oregon and Cal
ifornia face a rough battle ahead —
conservative rhetoric about "states'
rights" notwithstanding.
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Corporate Food Policies Create Hunger for Justice
by Ada Sanchez, Viewpoint Syndicate

Food policies affect everyone in
this country. Americans, accustomed
to buying food at a cheaper price than
people in most other countries, are
feeling the bite as food prices cont
inue to soar.
Even more alarming is the realiza
tion that there are still millions of
hungry or malnourished Americans.
Little has changed since a 1970 federally
funded ten-state nutrition study found
evidence of basic nutritional deficien
cies among poor Americans, particularily
non-whites. Poor people spend up to 50
percent of their income on food; for
middle class people the comparable
figure is 20-30 percent.
On a global> scale, during the
1970s some 15 million people died
each year of starvation and malnutrition
caused diseases; 75 percent of those
who died were children.
The United States has some of the
richest food-growing land in the world.
Even in a bad crop year more than eno
ugh is produced to feed the people of
this country and have some left. Why
then do so many Americans go hungry
every year, and why aren't Uncle Sam's
foreign food programs helping to alle
viate hunger?
Changes in the agriculture business
offer a partial explanation for the
origin of the present food crisis.
Since the 1950s, thousands of American
farmers have left the land, convinced
that better economic conditions existed
off the farms. This was integrally
linked to the transference of farm
ownership to a small number of corp
orate conglomerates who now control the
processing and distribution of food.
In the ensuing years, new farm tech
nology, herbicides and pesticides,
fossil fuels in the form of fertilizers
and huge farm machinery dramatically
Increased yields per acre.-

The first comprehensive U.S. food
aid program was the Agricultural Trade
Development and Assistance Act of 1954
more commonly known as the "Food
For Peace" program.

In his book "Hunger for Justice:
The Politics of Food and Faith," Jack
Nelson points out that since the begin
ning of the "Food for Peace" plan,
nearly all American food aid has gone
to military allies." With its surplus
food the United States subsidizes

counterinsurgency and other military
efforts that protect U.S. political
and economic interests. Nelson cites
the Vietnam War as one example.
"The government in South Vietnam
took the food from the "Food for Peace"
shipments, sold it to the people and
used the revenues among other things
to build the tiger cages in which
political prisoners were tortured."
This policy has helped to starve
more people than it has fed. It pre
vents hungry Americans from benefitting
from U.S. food surpluses while failing
to help the hungry id other countries
since only the rich can afford to buy
the imported food.
Americans who are fortunate enough
to put adequate food on their table
every day do so at great personal eco
nomic cost. Big Business control of
crop land and reliance on fossil fuels
has created a nightmare in which no
matter how much food is produced, the
people of this country pay higher and
higher food prices every year.
. The replacement of natural fert
ilizers — animal manure, green manure
crops, soybeans, etc. — with chemical
fertilizers has increased food product
ion's dependence on fossil fuels. As
the costs of petro-based and other non
renewable energy products have sky
rocketed in recent years,"farmers have
been paying four times as much for
fertilizer.
As Richard Merrill points out in
his book Radical Agriculture, "Because
fertilizer prices are so heavily geared
to fossil fuel inputs, prices will
certainly rise sharply in the coming
year8. This in turn will jack up the
prices of food to the consumer." That's
good news for executives at places like
Dole, Exxon and Dow Chemical — but
bad news for us when we go to the super
market .

The government in South Vietnam
took the food from the “Food for

Peace" shipments, sold it to the
people and used the revenues to build
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the "tiger cages" in which political
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prisoners were tortured.

As a result, the United States
began to accumulate large food surpluses.
However, instead of feeding our countfry's
poor by equitably distributing the
excess food, U.S. corporations chose
to create new markets for American food
products by shipping them to other
countries. Americans were left with
Federal assistance programs like the
National School Lunch and Breakfast
• programs and the food stamp programs
that have proven to be inadequate in
meeting the nutritional needs of hungry
people. Meanwhile, the guise of corp
orate and governmental benevolence
allowed agri-business and the military
to use food surpluses as foreign policy
bait.

Jan. 27 - Professor Ron Perrin

"What is Fascism?"

Feb. 3 - Bill Cunningham, Wilderness Society Respresentative
and Block: Environmentalists or Company Hands?"
Feb. 10 - Professor James Todd
Feb. 17 - Professor Don Spencer
to Reagan"

"Reagan, Watt

"Fascism and Reagan's Foreign Policy"
"U.S.-Soviet Relations in Transition: Carter

Feb. 24 - County Commissioner Germaine Conrad
City Councilman Cass Chinske
Missoula Chamber of Commerce Vice President Bill Coffee
Montana Small Business Association Representative Swain Wolfe
"Missoula's Future: Alternatives, Possibilities and Visions"
Mar. 3 - Professor Ulysses Doss "Reaganism and the Fate of Minorites"

Tuesday Evenings 7:30PM

University Center Lounge
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American Victims of U.S. Nuclear Testing
by Norman Solomon. Viewpoint Syndlcatj
SALT LAKE CITY — Several more
months of inaction have passed since a
congressional panel reported what mil
lions of Americans have known for de—
repeated.
cades: The United States Government,
Dr. John W. Gofman, a pioneer in
bent on maximum posturings of nuclear- b
radiation research who co-discovered
weapons strength, has been willing to
the fissionability of Uranium-233 and
subject its own citizens to harmful
radiation.
-’o
helped isolate the world's first mil
ligram of plutonium, now contends that
"The greatest irony of our atmos- from the start "both atmospheric bomb
pheric nuclear-testing program is that 3
testing and nuclear power constituted
the only victims of U.S. nuclear arms
since World War II have been our own
experimentation on involuntary human
people," says the report by the House
subjects, indeed on all forms of life."
of Representatives subcommittee on over3And, Dr. Gofman contends, "Now that we
sight and investigations.
know the hazards of low-dose radiation,
the crime is not experimentation— it's
The document contains forthright
murder."
ness uncharacteristic of most congress
after the former CIA director went on
ional efforts. But it's not news to the
In the towns of southern Utah,
record earlier this year voicing optim
residents routinely refer to themselves
people of Utah, Nevada and northern Ar—ism about winning a nuclear war.
izona, who are continuing to feel the
as "guinea pigs." The U.S, government
Recognition of outfitrue atomic
impacts of radioactive fallout which
still will not admit any responsibility.
history and present peril is a prere
drifted overhead from 1951 to 1962.
*
Yet independent researchers — such as
quisite for the changes/that must come
What's more, the report is very unlike-™
Dr. Joseph Lyon, head of epidemiology
if we are to prevent past nuclear trag
ly to change federal policies.
at the University of Utah — have'found
edies from being multiplied many thoua high rate of childhood leukemia link
To be sure, there was a flurry of 2
sands-fold in the future*. Let us admit
ed to the nuclear bomb tests. Mean
news coverage and concerned editorials
to the injuries of the past, caused by
while, the recent congressional report
When the report was released on August 1
both ignorance and conscious deception.
6, exactly three and one-half decades 3drawing attention to such facts contin
Let us resolve that they will not be
after the United States dropped an atom
ues to gather dust.
ic bomb on Hiroshima.
t
But not to worry. People at the y
White House always have far more impor-r:
tant preoccupations than radiation dam-1by Alice P. Broudy, Viewpoint Syndicate
age -- past, present or future. Sub- il
pensively , the Defense Nuclear Agency as
It was a long distance call to
servience to corporations bullish on nu-r
custodian of these records will not de
Santa
Ana,
Calif.,
from
near
Las
Vegas;
clear has been consistent and bi-part- 31
classify the documents necessary to ef
one of many. But this one was differ
isan in the presidential mansion for
fect a claim for service-connected dis
ent-.. There was excitement in his voice
over 35 years.
ability
with the Veterans^Administration.
and an urgency.’ "You’ve got to get the
One reason we didn't hear a peep
More than 300,000 servicemen and
kids up and face the east£tomorrow
out of the White House about the new
probably an equal number of civilians,
around four Nevada time.3nYou’ll see
congressional report is that its con
test site workers and (indirectly)
a miracle." •
clusions about the atmospheric nuclear
uranium
miners were affected by these
It was a miracle all right. It was
bomb testing days provide some uncom
.atomic
tests.
All of these individuals '
a 77-kiloton nuclear bomb.
I saw it
fortably apt descriptions of present
were
experimental
guinea pigs. They
from 300 miles away. The most awesome,
federal nuclear policies as well: "The
did
not
volunteer.
frightening, although beautiful sight
government's program for monitoring the
In the case of the military per
I’d witnessed, ever. I was excited too,
health effects of the tests was inade
sonnel,
they were ordered to the tests
but for a different reason. Now that the
quate and, more disturbingly, all evi
to
squat
in trenches several miles from
• thing had gone off it would mean that
dence suggesting that radiation was
ground
zero,
and then to proceed to
my husband would be leaving Nevada and
having harmful effects, be it on the
ground zero to maneuver and play war
returning home. He had been gone for
sheep or the people, was not only disgames. Of course they always won
about six weeks and I missed him so.
regarded but actually suppressed."
against
the supposed enemy — the
Upon his return nothing more was
Currently, hundreds of thousands of
Russians.
During the 1950s the Red
said about the experience. After all,
U.S. citizens are exposed to daily onScare
was
on
and the government was
here was a marine major, a pilot with
the-job ionizing radiation in the nucle
not
concerned
for the safety of the
five air medals under his belt and a
ar-power and atomic-weapons industries.
servicemen
and
the civilians.
distinguished flying cross. Here* was
Recent health studies —— of employees
Words
from
the mouths of thena devoted, loyal marine, a career marine,
at the Hanford Nuclear Reservation in
President
Eisenhower
and officials in
a marine with a top secret crypto clear
eastern Washington state, Portsmouth
the
U.S.
Atomic
Energy
Commission:
ance. Sworn to secrecy there was no way
"These tests must continue. Let's
naval shipyard in New Hampshire, and
he would divulge his experiences in the
Lawrence Livermore Radiation Laboratory
keep the public confused. Let's use
desert to me or anyone else.
ln California — document increased can
■the
words 'fision' and 'fusion' inter
Our government, of course, was
cer and leukemia rates linked to lowchangeably. Don't use the word
counting on this fact — that the par
level radiation exposure.
'thermonuclear. "'
ticipants in the nuclear testing during
For many millions of Americans liv
My husband, 19 years after his ex
the ’40s, '50s and'60s would not convey
ing near atomic facilities, the dangers
posure
to the nuclear bombs, was diag
any of their experiences during the ex
also grow as the nuclear industry main
nosed.
as
having lymphoma, a typical
perimentation conducted upon them
tains normal operations. The incubation
radiation
—induced cancer. He suffered
during these exercises♦.= ssperiod, between radiation exposure and
terribly,
but was convinced that his
Not only were the men forbidden to
consequent onset of cancer, can last dec discuss these events; their military
government would take care of him in
ades. In addition, the long-term genetic
his final days and would take care of
records (orders to the test sites) were
implications are frightening.
his family after his death.
removed from their military files, and
He did not live to see the way the
Come Inauguration Day
their medical records were "sanitized"
government
treated his family. He died
radiation victims still will not have
so that when it was necessary to try to
before
the
first denial*of his servicea friend in the White House, Ronald
•prove their attendance at the tests,
connected
disability
claim by the Vet
official verification was unavailable
Reagan has talked much more enthusias
erans
Administration.
My battle with
tically about militarized confrontation
to them.
the
government
had
just
begun. I
~ and implicitly, nuclear brinkmanship
Documents pertaining to the atomic
buried
my
husband
and
swore
to avenge
— than he has about peace. And Reagan
tests were classified. Although the
his death if it takes the rest of my
selected George Bush as his running mate Freedom of Information Act is used ex
. life, and well it may.
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John Ono Lennon — ‘We All Shine On’
by Terry Messman Rucker
We say that she don’t love us.
conventional’ musical structures by blow
If she's real, we say she’s trying
ing them apart in "I am the Walrus";
to be a man.
he challenged us to take a personal stand
While putting her down we pretend
against the war by speaking out at peace
she’s above us."
rallies and by lying in bed with Yoko
Brownmiller recently wrote that
for a week to contrast their personal
Yoko was the invaluable instigator of
love with the impersonal atrociti.es
"Instant karma's gonna get you
John’s later growth: "She explored
committed in Vietnam.
Gonna knock you right on the head.
with
him the new ideas of the women s
Lennon never lost his belief that
You better get yourself together
movement, and alongside him, hand in
love is a revolutionary force that can
Pretty soon, you're gonna be dead."
shine
in the darkness of a world bent on
—"instant Karma," John Ono Lennon
"Imagine there's no countries, it isn't
a headlong rush into violence and blood
shed. His vision was both mystic and
Instant karma shot out one of the
hard to do. Nothing to kill or die
brightest lights of our generation shor radical:
for... "
tly before midnight, Dec. 8, 1980. In
"Millions of mind guerillas
Putting
their
soul
power
to
the
Karmic
one of his most urgent, most cutting
hand, broke .through the sex—role stereo
song$ Lennon reminded us not to waste
wheel.
typies that had tied up his life in
precious moments "laughing in the face
Keeping on playing those mind games
hard knots..."
of love," because life is so fragile and
forever.
Nothing showed Lennon's transcenRaising- the spirit of peace and love."
fleeting that our dreams can be struck
dance of rigid male-female roles more
down at any instant.
Lennon remained a dreamer all his
clearly than the maternal devotion he
'life, but he was constantly growing,
showered on his son Sean, taking the
'Wfe all shine on, like the moon and
restlessly pushing beyond.past limita
major responsibility for his upbringing.
tions , transcending himself.
the stars and the sun."
i.'J
The man who blazed so many trails
during the 1960s jumped off the wheel
The bullets fired into Lennon
awaken disquieting echoes of the bullets of media superstardom and began the next
evolutionary step: cultivating his love
fired into so many who spoke out for
peace and justice. So many bright stars for his wife and son, as expressed so
extinguished by assassins: Martin Luther intimately on "Double Fantasy.
He had begun to realize that elu
King, Medgar Evers, John and Robert
sive
truth as early as 1970 when he
Kennedy, Malcom X, Mahatma Gandhi.
told
an
interviewer: "I’ve been through
But Lennon was the dream weaver
it
all,
and nothing works better than
and even the horrors of the Vietnam War
to
have
someone you love hold•you.
couldn’t extinguish his dreams:
Together,'
Yoko and John found a
"Imagine there’s no countries,
measure
of
that
inner peace and unitive
It isn’t hard to do.
harmony they dreamed humanity as a whole
Nothing to kill or die for."
someday might attain. Their love was
The' dream weaver simply mended
sometimes peaceful, sometimes turbulent,
the bullet holes in the fabric of being,
and though they underwent a Stormy se
transforming despair into hope:
paration in the mid-1970s, they placed
paramount value on what one of their
"Why in the world are we are here?
last songs called "Starting Over" —
Surely not to live in pain and fear."
falling back in love again and again.
—’’Instant Karma"
Feminist author Susan Brownmiller
Lennon concluded "Instant Karma" with
described
their quest as "man and woman
an incandescent .tribute to life and
twinning and coming together, the yin
light that affirms that the dream is not
And now Sean’s father is no more.
and the yang absorbing each other,
over:
In
one
of his finest songs, John wrote:
erasing the boundaries and melting
"Well we all shine on
"Let
me
take you down ’cause I’m going to
Like the moon and the stars and the sun." into one.
Strawberry
Fields, nothing is real
Erasing those boundaries involved
Lennon shines on in the memory of
And
nothing
to get hung about."
intense sexual bonds and a revolution
those entranced by his haunting melodies
Nothing
to get hung about? New
‘
in
social
roles.
Lennon
was
one
of
the
("In My Life"), his wildly psychedelic
York
isn't
Strawberry
Fields and in the
first
and
only
rock-and-roll
feminists
imagination ("I am the Walrus," "A Day
world
John
lived
and
died
in there was
in
a
male-dominated
musical
field
*
in the Life"), and his visions of peace
something to get shot about.
notorious for its leering exploitation
"Imagine," "Mind Games"). He was one of
of women.
____________
_____
the guiding lights for a generation
that realized "living is easy with eyes
"Zef me take you down cause I'm going to Strawberry Fields. Nothing is
closed, misunderstanding all you see,"
and yearned for a truer vision.
real, and nothing to get hung about...
So many of us were goaded into open
John left us the legacy of caring
ing our eyes and challenging conventional
Because of the powerful influence
deeply for his child. The only memorial
wisdom after hearing "Strawberry Fields": of Yoko Ono, Lennon was already chal
worthy of his example is to care for
"It’s getting hard to be someone,
lenging the prevalent sexism of the
the world's children. "All we are
but it all works out —
male counterculture in 1971:
saying
is give peace a chance."
■It doesn’t matter much to me."
"I gotta ask you comrades and brothers
There
will be no peace until we
Evelyn King’ recently wrote in the
How do you treat your own woman back
disarm
each
other, disarm assassins who
Missoulian that Lennon’s music was a
home?
carry
hand
guns,
disarm Kremlin and
vital part of "an era when my complacent, She got to be herself _
Pentagon
officials
who stockpile H-bombs.
middle-class mind and soul were torn,
So she can free herself."
The last words belopg to Yoko, she
twisted and reshaped by rebellious young
Lennon was widely criticized and
who freed John to join the feminist
people and the Beatles, who did not be
misunderstood for marrying a strong
evolution, she who was his perfect
lieve in blind, senseless violence..."
feminist, especially when she helped
Lennon challenged conventional sex
equal and instructor of his soul:
him cast off the restrictive role of
roles by marrying a liberated woman and
"At night the wife says,
rock superstar. Yoko and John countered
becoming a househusband for his last
'Poor boy when you*re dead
the typical rock fantasies Of sexual,
five years on earth; he challenged shal
You don’t take nothing with you
dominance with biti.
feminist analysis:
low rationality by pursuing the deeper,
But your soul.”’
"We make her paint her face and dance.
stranger wisdom he found in mysticism
If she won’t be a slave,
and psychedelic drugs; he challenged

"All these places have their moments,
with lovers and friends I still can
recall.
Some are dead and some are living,
In my life, I've loved them all."
—"In my Life," John Ono Lennon

The Dreamweaver is Gone

